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Ch a i Letters

{ to everyone who helped, especially Phil Clemente and Wendy Welham.
We combine with Avon for the Bath & West, again thanks to Phil and the volunteers who help.
i we need more volunteers to help with that! If you are able to give some time please contact Paul Fitzsimons.

: we will be putting together a list of helpers for next year to try and be better organised.

i very grateful for.

iyoudve seen the
: a Grandfather for the first time.
b

iwas petrified

photos

: Skeps are a useful tool for collecting swarms, and there have been a number of them recently.
: someone positive they had honeybees in a nest box, they turned out to be Tree Bumble bees.
t he
: enforced move. | have been wondering how to get the message out to site nest boxes away from paths and people just in case they

y bees

What a lot has happened since | last wrote in the newsletter!
giving up a considerable amount of their time to organise our stand, answer questions and promote beekeeping.
Our pitch at the Bath & West is paid for by Hans Wilson whic

of

t \avev.n@tksenpersetieedkaéemers.org nthisovasrsomethitgd had te miss having just become

The North Somerset show was a great success with members
Thank -you
h we are

Next up is the Portishead show,
Learning from the experience so far
If you can help with shows please | et me know. | hope

| relocated

I was called to

Since the nest box was near a path a nd the owner
nest box f or t dreefortheh e n

become a tree

whol e

bumble bee home, maybe a short note to the RSPB from the BBKA to raise awareness might help.

i I have been having my own swarming challenges, it does seem to be an opportunity to meet my neighbours who had no idea | had
i garden. As a consequence | went from having 2 hives to all 4 hives plus a nuc full of bees, luckily | had the spare hives.
i Pagden method when queen cells appeared | am at a loss as to what went wrong, except perhaps | missed a queen cell.

: have settled down and | have at least one mated queen laying prolifically now.

‘as | dondt want

to

start

t he

Sawrg Paokern g

bees in the

Having followed the

Anyway, thi ngs seem to

Next step is to start recombining but | willbe  doing that cautiously
cycle all over again

Following the international code for marking Queens - 2014 will be GREEN


http://www.northsomersetbeekeepers.org

Members®é Corner

We welcome new membénsly Matthewand his wife;
Auvril SteelFred Ponsforddmy CoxandChristopher
Palgraveo our Branch. We hope you will enjoy your
beekeeping with us.

Please help the organisers of the Summer shows and

BIBBASIC)‘ISMWI

A Conference for all Beekeepers

¢ 26-28 September 2014
4 The Pavilion, Llangollen, North Wales
¢ Practical and scientific topics

From Jer emy

Many of vyo
the | ocal

Bur bi dge No|r t

u

I
bookshop o
be interested in

Wi

a very wid

WwWw. northernbeebolok
just |l aunched by North
e selections

volunteer to help on the Branch stand..it is great fun| and*ygeypve your bees and beekeeping

7 Bee breeding and queen rearing

always learn something. If you are a beginner do not worrychniaues

nagement systems for native and

There will be an experienced beekeeper on hand t6|ansWak e bees
guestions. You can often sell your honey too with & smalt Three lecture streams each day

percentage going to the Branch.

Paul Fitzsimon#®hil ClementandAdrian Wellsvould
love to hear from you to help with the Portishead,
Tickenham and Winscombe Shows asAdilizanis
taking over frdbavid Welhanvho has been organising

the Winscombe Show for 10 years. Thank you very-muc

# 40 UK, Irish and International speakers
# Local attractions for non-beekeepers
¢ Good access by road, rail, ferry and air

Hosted by South Clwyd Beekeepers Association

Programme: www.bibba.com/conference_2014.php

Book now: http://goo.gl/uCBLf8

David &2
FORTHCOMI NG MEETI NGS 2.0.12014 Portishead Flower Show
Sat 26/Sun 27 July  Portishead Flower Show Ar-e-any - members.  int
(organiserPaul Fitzsimonsf i t zs i mons 37 (iDgﬁ lap amangt g stand
Sat 16_Augus_t_ Tickenham Show _ Saturday 26 & Sumday
(organiserPhilip Clemente nerja51@gmail.corm) There will be -t hreelr
Sat 13 September  Winscombe Show 6 nd. af 'I[ ernoon,. .each
carAdr : . ; ur.s g .
(organiserAdrianWells a d r i anwe |l | & @ | %hec Os'hdc))i{\:v opening a
Sat 11 October2pm Recycling beeswax and its uses talk|[- Sa't . - -161...3300panm- - S®n-0D
Tom Salter, Tickenham Parish Hall |Pl ease..l.et . me. know
GO pLgpiggnt - for. .you

Ffi: plehehnc Bramks 0127
Ja.banksl1@btinterne|f

cegmmodat e
t iPhagll - a Fé tZnsitrm@ngepsMa

Al information about mee ]

WWW. nort hsomersetbeekelepefsnadrigi-zsi-mons-37 @c
Neoni c oitAi pei dsnal view Il vor Davis NDBE
There has been a | ot of controversy about the uset omtmesoni coisn:
BBKA executive when this class of insecticide was peoévmmme mtt r Ddiue
and the researchers in the agrochemical compani es.tdhThieedclcaastsia
planting) and is absorbed into the plant to expraslsatietrs esltfageh|rtoo
har mf ul insects.

There is no doubt that the chemical is highly teoerles Wwhenl forage
or pollen from the treated plants depends on the omdéginahtedn|tt
|l osing their short term memory) at very | ow doses dddodvetvleese tdes
been any field trials (peer reviewed) that have shoiwe s$bomeshimeg
the assumptions in moving from | aboratory to field.

There is currently a 2 year ban on these products edaomfghbut othb
insects when used properly. It is interesting to knowtwbhasoiwl|l f
years so the ban needs to be extended. I'n the meantdéame cneolsst oEnU c
crops where no other insectihdiisde si @l ¢fofwedt wre hit @ phet dbatm.t he |cr
What we need is more research conducted on field teséal sThteo ol @xa
(such as the pyrethroids) also harmed beneficial i b awecetns fvalhr rus
contractors (pyrethroids were sprayed on the crops) aeaedsbeédkeep
ti me goes on and the risk to our bees increases. It hbae | iteov & etehde t
need chemical <control of har mful insects and must r enl o0 mend sGoivretre
kill our pollinators so |letbés keep the pressure on by support|in

I'————————————————'I%o

I n the Apiaryé.

2014 may wel |l be remembered
have been kept busy.
Despite the best efforts of
week we were greeted on arr
Those of you who attended S
of artificial swarming Eve
seems to have been successf
may be over.

My own hives seem to have q
end, but hopefully a bit mo
The branch apiary is |l ookin
colonies on the site. The h
l ooking for hedging plants
We have had a visit to the

as a swar my
our new beek
i val at our S
tephen Brain'
r one to expe
ul , so | may
uite a bit of
re warm weath
g really good
edge that we
then | can ce
branch apiary

Copy date for the next Newsletter is 29 September 2014 please

year . The eaaHLbyt ismpg ippvga
eepers to Spnchqhbeesicel
unday session with a Isma
s talk on swahm Pagdegol
riment | tirrpnedasbdst oet |
well try ihpoeakmygwaw b
wei ght i n etlsheee nssu pteor sli,e i
er with the brambl e j|u31
at the momeerrmsowwhaa\healve
pl anted fwet shverng;a yléal
rtainly recommend Chew
from our &dbgal blhaaviilj15|

k

Jaid 7/14


mailto:djcapon@gmail.com
mailto:fitzsimons37@clara.co.uk
http://www.northernbeebooks.co.uk
mailto:fitzsimons37@clara.co.uk

North Somerset Agricultur al Sh
Bank Holiday Monday

What a grand day out!

There were 21 of us in all, working in shifts throughout the day and most of us fin-
ished up with slightly sore throats, not to mention achy feet. The response from
the public was great with the observation hive being the most popular exhibit on
the stand. Thanks to member Hans Wilson we had a doukdezed marquee this
year so there was plenty of room. Special thanks to Richard & Lynn Ellis who
provided the use of their motorhome so we also had somewhere really comfortable
to take a break, have a drink and generally rest up before the next round. With
pre-show ticket sales of about 19,000 we were kept busy but we all managed to
get out & see some of the other stands, do some shopping and watch some of the
demonstrations.

My thanks to all of the helpers to those who came on Sunday & very early on
Monday to set up, to those manning the stand who very nearly lost their voices
explaining the hive activity and managing the candi#ing and to those who kind-

ly stayed on to clear up. Judging by the interest shown, | think we can rate the
day as a great succesdVendy Welham




