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News 

   

Avon Beekeepers’ Association  
  
  
  

AGM 
  

hosted by Keynsham Branch 
 

 2.30 pm Saturday 15 March 2014 
 
 

 

Will Messinger  
 

will give a talk on 
 

"Historic Hives & Beekeeping in the 
Past, the Stewarton Hive & Thoughts 

on the Local Picture" 
 

at 
Saltford Hall, Wedmore Road, 
Saltford, Bristol, BS31 3BY 

Editorial;  Another year has begun and a belated Happy New Year to you all. What a different year this is so far, compared 
with last year.  I do hope your bees are safe and dry…..there may be some help needed later in the year for those living on 
flooded land. It has been very mild so do keep a check on the stores. Our bees are flying again as I write but there is a little 
forage for them but ...not a lot! 
 
 

The Introductory course and study groups are well under way. Good Luck to those taking modules in March. And thank you to all 
the experienced members who give their time to pass on their knowledge. 
 
 

On 4/5/6 April there is the  BBKA Spring Convention at Harper-Adams University in Shropshire. It is bigger and over more 
days than ever with international speakers and workshops to attend as well as the great trade show extended to Friday 
afternoon as well as Saturday.  If you have never been it is a great event. Many people are now making a weekend trip to the 
Convention  rather than just  for one day - it is worth a visit for however long you wish. 
 

My very best wishes for a great 2014 

BRANCH HONEY SHOW 
 

 

8th February 2014  
Tickenham Village  Hall 

 

Tutored Judging by  
Tom Salter at 2.30pm 

 

Schedule already sent to members  
Entries in by 1.30pm please  

 
 

 
Well January is here but still no sign of any cold weather.  I did see a few bees leaving the hive when it was warm 

and dry.  I am beginning to wonder if there are enough stores? I did feed fondant before Christmas and while I don't want to disturb 
them I also want to make sure both hives are well stocked with food.   
Out of the apiary your committee has been discussing an 'essential items purchase scheme' John has put together some great ideas 
which we have been refining via email. I now realise how much work the committee puts in behind the scenes.   
The programme is now on the website and I urge you to take a look.   
I missed the talk on mead making as I had baby sitting duty—all the children have left home and the first grandchild is still a bump! 
Yes, you've guessed it, the dogs needed looking after and I couldn't squeeze everything I needed to do including their walk into the 
morning.  Hope I didn't miss any free samples.  I hope that has earned me time off to go to the branch honey show on February 8th.  
Take care, Garry. 

Chair’s Letter 

Branch Website: www.northsomersetbeekeepers.org 

Education co-ordinator, Rob Francis, writes: 
 

“Honey is sweet," and so is knowledge, but knowledge is like 
the bee that made that sweet honey, you have to chase it 
through the pages of a book. ” Patricia Polacco in the children’s book. 
Thank you, Mr Falker. 
 

As I write this we are still well ensconced in a rather wet and warm winter. However, 
not too far on the horizon there are hints and promises of spring – and today (the third 
Sunday in January) I saw an abundance of snowdrops; these give a surprising orange 
pollen. For me spring arrives on that day I see that first orange pollen arrive in my 
hives. Members of the branch are busy also. On the beginners course there are almost 
30 potential new beekeepers who are starting out. Then we have 12 members who are 
starting the course that leads to the basic assessment. 
A couple of months ago a couple of members approached me and asked whether they 
could take Module 1. I put this on the website and arranged a meeting of anyone 
interested.  8 people turned up to the planning meeting and the group has now grown to 
17. They meet every other Thursday in Backwell and are fortunate to have Ivor Davis 
as their tutor. Some members of the group are also tackling Module 3 at the same time. 
I also had an approach from another member who suggested setting up a small working 
group to explore the different techniques in queen rearing. The emphasis is very much 
on ‘explore’. Members of the group will consider the variety of methods – select one 
that is appropriate to their own situation and try it out with support from other members 
of the group. We are having our first meeting on Wednesday 25th February at The Star 
in Tickenham at 7.30pm. If you’d like to join us just let me know. 
The Winter Cluster meetings have also been successful. The purpose of these is for 
members to get together for lunch at a local pub where they keep up with bee news and 
‘keep the winter bee-wisdom warm’. So far they have clustered at The Dew Drop Inn at 
Flax Bourton and at The Star in Congresbury. The next cluster is at The Battle Axes in 
Wraxall on Monday 17th February at noon. It would be good to see you. 
 

Phil Clemente is also putting on some sessions where you can build you own 
equipment. Keep an eye on the website for details about this but I know it will be very 
worthwhile. So before we can say ‘place that pollen in your pocket’ we will be putting 
all this skill, education and research into practice. Look out for that orange snowdrop 
pollen. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/46688.Patricia_Polacco


Calling all Swarm Collectors! Calling all noobs!    
Adrian Wells Swarm Co-ordinator 

 

Calling all swarm collectors. Anyone who is happy to collect 
swarms in 2014 should read this. 
 
 
 

Not sure if this is for you? Swarm collection is easy, and the best way to 
improve your skills is to practice. Even if you consider yourself too new, 

read on! 
 

What qualifications do I need? 
 

Most of you have internet access 
A telephone 
Transport 
Enthusiasm 
 

What about experience? 
 

As in all things, the more the better, but read on... 
If you have experience, it would be appreciated if you would be 
prepared to share your skills 

If you want to gain experience, here's your chance! 
 

Swarm collection is not difficult, but every swarm is different, so 
the best way to learn is hands-on. By using a buddy system you can 
observe and practice techniques with someone to hold your hand. 
 

I think that covers it! 
 

If you are going to be in the market for a colony this year, then you 
should also take a look at the link below as it would be cool if you 
could attend swarm collections too. 
 

Don't hold back because you think “there will be too many people 
applying”, we want to ensure that we always have cover. I'll be 
asking you for times and dates that are convenient for you, so don't 
think that you will be on call 24/7 either. 

Take a look at http://northsomersetbeekeepers.org/collectors/ 
then drop me an email. 
 

As always, have fun,    Kind regards    Adrian 

Copy date for the next Newsletter is  March 27 2014 please                   Jaid  2/14 

Members’ Corner    
 

We welcome  John Holland, Louise Guy and  Ann Cooper  to our 
Branch. We hope you will enjoy beekeeping with us.  
Congratulations to David Welham on passing  BBKA Module 7. 
Congratulations to the Editor, Jan Davis for receiving an award from 
the BBKA at their ADM in January for  exceptional service to 
beekeeping and the BBKA. 

In the Apiary…..                                                                          David Capon (Apiary Manager)  djcapon@gmail.com 07551994848 
 

The winter so far may have been very wet, but it has also been very mild. This brings its own problems inasmuch as the bees are far more 
active than you would normally expect at this time of year. I have seen bees flying from my hives on most days that I have looked. All this 
activity uses up energy, so food will be consumed at a greater rate and it is essential to ensure your colonies have enough. 
The experienced ones out there will be able to judge the stores situation by ‘hefting’, simply lifting the hive and judging the weight. I know 
when I started I was very unsure of how heavy a hive should feel so I adopted a regime of weighing my hives. 
To do this I screwed a screw halfway into each side of the floor; using a set of luggage scales hooked onto this I gently lifted each side of the 
hive. Adding the two readings gives you the weight of the hive. The weight will depend on the type of hive and the material it is made from as 
well as the amount of stores, so I can’t give you a figure for what a hive should weigh, but if you take regular readings you can assess the rate 
at which stores are being used and decide when to feed. I have just put fondant onto both my own and the branch’s hives. 
 
The other problem with the mild weather is that hives may well have brood in them and this may affect whether you decide to apply oxalic 
acid; as you will know this is ineffective against mites in sealed brood and harmful to open brood. I decided to treat the hives at the branch 
apiary, and Annabel and I did this last week. One hive had a drop of over 200 after a few days; the drop from the other hives was much less. 
Hopefully the benefits outweighed the risk! 
Finally I note that exactly a year ago I was writing “we have agreed a new apiary site”, things have come a long way in that year. 
 

Happy Beekeeping in 2014. 

Sue Carter demonstrated 
Mead Making on 11/1/14 ˃ 
 
 
 

 
  

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 2014FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 2014FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 2014   
   

 

Sat 8 February 2.pm        Branch Honey Show Branch Honey Show Branch Honey Show  
   at Tickenham Village Hall  
Sat 8 March 2.pm               Assessing bees without entering the hive 
    at Tickenham Village Hall 
Sat 12 April 2.pm                Weights and Measures  
   at Churchill Memorial Hall 
 

 

Ffi: please contact John Banks  01275 855685 
Ja.banks1@btinternet.com  

All information about meetings in the coming year are on the website:  
www.northsomersetbeekeepers.org  

Jan Davis collecting her award  for 
‘Apiculturae Maxime Se Dedit’ 

A Tidy House Makes Happy Bees                Ivor Davis NDB 
 
 

At this time of year colonies are waiting for better weather and some flowers to bloom so that they can start to forage again and build new 

young bees. We know that the temperature has to rise in the colony so that young brood can develop satisfactorily and, apart from 

checking there is enough food, the colony is best left alone. This is a good opportunity to ensure all spare equipment is clean, disease free 

and ready for use once spring is with us. Frames put into store should have been cleaned and then treated either by freezing or spraying 

with B401 solution (which kills caterpillars) or treating with acetic acid to prevent damage by wax moth. 

 

Now is the time to look at your spare brood and supers boxes and check that they are fit for purpose. They should be beeproof with no 

gaps round the sides where bees and wasps could gain access. Any holes should be sealed with plastic wood or by fashioning a piece of 

wood to fill the gap. Polystyrene hives should have the same treatment where filler can be put into any gaps. Check the rails to ensure 

they are clean and at the right level to hold the frames. Remember that the frames can get heavy so the rails must be secure. Clean the 

inside of the boxes with a scraper and, if the boxes are made of wood, it is a good idea to run over the inside surface with a flame from a 

propane torch. This will kill off many of the pathogens that could harm the bees and will melt any residual wax that will then penetrate 

the wood. Polystyrene hives should be washed with a strong sterilising solution (strong washing soda solution).  

 

Now it is time to treat the outer surface of the boxes to preserve them from the weather. If your hives are made of cedar wood they will 

not suffer from rot but you still may like to freshen them up with a lick of paint. Many beekeepers paint their hives with natural colours 

so they blend in with the environment whilst others use white or a strong colour so that the hives stand out. I have found the best paint to 

use is water soluble microporous paint. It is fairly expensive but does not peel off and allows the wood to breath. Being water soluble it 

can be used on plastic hives. The paint is sold in most large hardware suppliers and is usually known as Decking paint – but make sure 

you also get one that is water soluble. 

http://northsomersetbeekeepers.org/collectors/
mailto:djcapon@gmail.com

