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Editorial;

What a great lecture Prof. Keith Delaplane gave us to celebrate our 60™ Anniversary. He discussed whether honeybees are social insects
or whether they should really be classed as a super organism His theory that they are, led us to wonder how we treat them as a colony - using
our bodies as an example he attributed the liver of the colony as the wax in which any rubbish is stored and the uterus of the colony as the
comb.....and what is that made of? Would we give birth to our babies in a dustbin? This struck me as the most stark fact of the night.

We must give our bees clean comb to raise their young.
So many people worked hard to make the evening a great success but the people in the kitchen with Peter Carter and David Welham our
secretary, deserve especial thanks.
Earlier in the month Ivor and I went to quite a few National Trust properties in the SE and as a pilgrimage looked at their new beehives. (it is a
National Trust policy now to keep bees in their gardens where possible) The bees are all quite accessible with warning signs which is a tribute to
common sense and not health and safety over-cautiousness. But most were WBCs! We also visited Charles Darwin's house. There is an
observation hive there but sadly no hives.
Do hope you can come to our 60™ AGM on 24™ November. Martin Tovey is the speaker and is the current BBKA President.
Finally, many thanks to everyone who sends articles and photos to me for the Newsletter. I am very grateful. Sadly, T haven't been
able to include many of the Show photos you so kindly sent me for this one. I might make a sheet of unused photos later

My best wishes /
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Views of our 60" celebrations and of the lecturer Professor Keith Delaplane on Saturday when Ivor took him to see ss Great Britain.
He thanked us for our welcome and for bestowing on him an Honorary Associate membership. Reg and Shirley Stevens cut the cake.
Reg is our oldest member at 91 years of age (he is reducing the number of hives he looks after, he says) and has been keeping bees for
60 years —with Shirley’s support. Other photos are on the website.

Chair’s Leffer 1 am writing this after a very successful Birthday Lecture given by ‘our own’ Professor Keith Delaplane from the USA.

I can now call him ‘our own’ as he was made an Honorary Associate Member! His lecture attracted nearly 100
beekeepers from all over our region and beyond — the cake was superb, the food was great and all the wine went. We have decided to
have yet another celebration of our 60 years with a pub lunch before our AGM on 24" November. More details overleaf.

What a year so farl BUT there will be no increase in the subs this year so some good news for you! Due at the end of October.
/
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Members’ Corner

We welcome new member Peter Dowse and wish you happy beekeeping.
Our meetings and the President's BBQ have been dogged by the ‘summer’
weather but thanks to everyone for their support. Not very celebratory
weather for the BBQ but thanks to Pat & Bob South for the use of their
lovely garden.

Congratulations to those who have passed their basic assessments:
Peter Butcher, Juliet Fowles, Kate Kennedy, Bob Kirkwood, Gail &
Gerry Scott-Wilson & Russell Spooner.

Neil Seymour (ABKA examination sec) wished to thank Ashley Grist for
the loan of two hives for some assessments and stated that “he wasn'’t the
only one impressed with the Langford Apiary”!

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
Sat 24 Nov. 2.00pm  60™ AGM

Churchill Memorial Hall
Speaker: Martin Tovey, BBKA President

Lunch at The Plough, Congresbury at 12.15 pm.
Please tell Jan Davis 01934 832825 if you intend to come, by 10 Nov.
Menu on pub’s website. Pre-ordering is recommended via Jan

Fri. 8 Dec. Christmas Meal @ Clevedon Golf Club

More information will follow

Efi: please contact Peter Carter 01934 820079 or the website
www.northsomersetbeekeepers.org

Shared Tea

2012 Village Shows

Portishead Thanks to David Hounsell and
Paul Fitzsimons who organised this Show and the
helpers. It took place on the weekend 21/22 July
2012. The entries for the Honey Show were
disappointing with only 4 exhibitors entering a total
of 10 exhibits. The winner of the George Sims Cup
was David Capon with 21 points including 1 first.
The runner up was Paul Fitzsimmons with 21
points but no firsts. Well done to both, the cup will
be presented at the Blagdon AGM.

Tickenham BCD were asked to run the
beekeepers stand this year on 18 August as Weston
-S-Mare have given it up after many years. Philip Clemente, Tom
Salter, Helen Fordham and Bob Kirkwood set up the stand. Tom
provided the observation hive and Kate Johns & Helen set up candle
rolling, which proved to be a great success. Just recently Philip
received a letter from the Show Secretary to say ‘ Dear Philip &
beekeepers, Thank you for helping to make Tickenham Flower Show a
success. Kind regards, Ann’. The Honey cup, presented by the
Tickenham Show, was won by David Capon and the runner up was
Reg Stevens. There was 10 exhibitors entering a total of 18 exhibits.
Winscombe  Thanks to David Welham and all
the helpers. Eleven exhibitors entered 19 exhibits into
the show. Winscombe is an open show and six of the
exhibitors were not members of the Blagdon Branch.
The exhibitor with the most points in the show and
winner of the Roley Hazel cup was David Welham
with 14, runner up was Mrs Claire Sweet with 8
points- not a member of our Branch. If we do not get
more members entering the honey classes as opposed
to the cake, biscuits and fudge classes there

Skep made by
Dave Avery

HMF

One of the mysteries of honey preparation is how we ensure that the honey is
not spoilt whilst we process it from the comb into the jar.

Once the cappings are removed the honey is liable to pick up water from the
atmosphere, it will lose flavour as the volatile compounds disperse and if it is
left in the light it will also lose colour and the sugars in the honey will start to
combine to make more complex sugars and other compounds. Air bubbles will
get into the honey during the extraction process and any heating will also
degrade the sugars and destroy enzymes in the honey. It sounds a disaster and
that is why many prefer to buy honey in the honeycomb and are prepared to
spend a premium in obtaining it. It is our duty to minimise the damage to honey
and present it in the bottle in as best condition as we can.

HMF stands for hydroxymethylfurfural. It is a compound produced when
honey is heated but is more commonly seen when sugar is boiled to produce
caramel. The EU stipulates that the HMF level in honey must be less than 40
ppm (parts per million). This measure is a way of ensuring that when honey is
sold it has not been overheated and is a relatively simple procedure for Trading
Standards to perform (unfortunately beekeepers are not able to measure this
without sophisticated equipment). Some years ago our Branch sent samples to
the local Trading Standards Office and they tested them for us. Most had HMF
levels below 1 ppm so well within the limit set.

In order to keep the HMF level low, store honey in a cool dark area and
during processing do not allow the honey to stay at high temperatures for long.
What does 'high' and what does 'long' mean? As an example, if you heat honey
to 50°Celsius for a week the HMF level will still be below 40 ppm. but if you
heat to 70°Celsius the limit will be reached in less than 8 hours.

Many people warm honey to pass it through a fine filter to remove debris.
Using a 200 mesh nylon filter will remove anything greater than 100 microns
(nearly all pollen is smaller than this) but cold honey can take a long time to
flow through the mesh. If the honey is warmed to about body heat (37° Celsius)
for 24 hours the HMF level is unlikely to reach 1ppm greater than before
heating.

The lesson here is that honey should not be heated or exposed to light more
than necessary but it is OK to heat honey for at least a day to body temperature,

Ivor Davis

| in order to help it flow through a fine mesh filter.

From our Treasurer, Richard Ellis......... As you are aware the Branch
has been encouraging members to sign and submit a Gift Aid form. We are a
registered charity which enables ABKA (Avon Beekeepers’ Association) to
reclaim tax —currently about 25% of some of the fees we pay (not inc
Insurance). We can also claim some tax back on all income that is identified
as donations. Some members this year have sold honey at shows and donated
us 10% of their income. One member had a significant birthday and asked
family and friends to give a donation to our Branch rather than have presents.
We are saving all this income and it will go towards the project of having and
developing our own apiary site to further the education of our members and
the general public about beekeeping. With the increase and awareness of the
public in beekeeping, our current Apiary is not best suited there being
insufficient space, poor car parking and not central to the Branch area. This
year the Blagdon & Clevedon Branch has reclaimed over £1000.00 as gift aid
recovery from the Inland Revenue. Our Branch gains 75% of the total. 25% is
used by ABKA for the greater Avon education programme. This year we

= have been paid £787.48. This will go into our Apiary savings fund.

‘What a positive way to help our Branch.

{ So this is a good reason why it is beneficial for the members to sign and

submit a form. It costs so little and yet gives our Branch a big reward. The
Branch AGM will be held in November and subscriptions will be due for the
next year. This is an opportunity for all members to ensure they have signed
and submitted a form.

Reclaim details:

- -dfe X g Blagdon & Clevedon £787.48 Bath £722.25
is possibility that the cup will go outside the Branch. | Bristol £540.00 Keynsham £104.63
Once again our local MP John Penrose and BCD WSM £108.38 ABKA £754.24
member helped on the Winscombe Show stand. TOTAL £3016.98
s .
o\ /n the apiary.....Oh dear, just when we thought it couldn't be any wetter we have had our second flood down at

winter.

Copy date for the next Newsletter is 30 November 30 2012 please

the Langford apiary. As a result a number of new bee keepers have already withdrawn their hives before the

At this point you should be thinking of fitting your mouse guards, roof insulation and feeding as required. A
number of members have indicated that despite their hives being under weight their bees don't seem to want to take
syrup. My suggestion is to keep offering syrup but be prepared to add candy through the winter.

I think this is going to be a difficult winter for most of us with losses to be expected in the new year.

& Keep feeding and fingers crossed for 2013!

Ashley Grist ashley@thegrists.co.uk 07590 332347

Jaid 10/12



	HMF						Ivor Davis



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



